AIR PHOTOGRAPHIC SURVEY
upwards through the telescope of the theodolite, using a stop-
watch. Readings are taken after definite intervals of time and
the result collated with a chart or graph from which the wind
speeds can be read off.
For each balloon ascent then, Mr. Gupta sent to the expedi-
tion a chart carrying a code showing die wind velocity and
direction observed at each height until the balloon passed out
of sight. A similar procedure was carried out at Darjeeling.
In addition, every evening the weather bureau at Calcutta
telegraphed us at 21.30 hours, giving information of the general
weather conditions along the Himalaya, and a forecast of what
might be expected in the Mount Everest region, especially as
regards clouds and haze, and finally an estimate of the direction
and velocity of the wind currents to be expected at various
heights up to ten kilometres.
The accuracy of the information contained in these telegrams
was remarkable, and made it possible to plan the flying opera-
tions next day, after they had been studied in conjunction
with the balloon observations taken locally by Mr. Gupta in
Purnea.
The flight to Mount Everest was carried out on this infor-
mation and the results of it, particularly the drift and measure-
ments on the drift sights, confirmed to a remarkable degree
both die observations and forecasts of the meteorologists.
This held good also for various other tests and subsidiary
flights that were carried out, notably in the region of Kangchen-
junga, and also in the second flight to Mount Everest on April
ipth.
We were anxious to make the most of our opportunities of
acquiring fresh information for the benefit of science since it is
seldom that aeroplanes find themselves at over 30,000 feet in
the vicinity of great mountains. The environment was an
entirely new one, and all experience shows that nature has
surprises in store for man when he penetrates to where he has
never been before.
The question of gravimetric observations naturally interested
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